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GATT agreement, and we’ve proved that we
can do things finally around here that haven’t
been done in the past. It took 7 years to pass
the Brady bill, but we did it after 7 years;
7 years for the family and medical leave bill.
This crime bill has been hanging around here
for 5 years; it’s going to be better and strong-
er than any crime bill we’ve ever passed,
thanks in no small measure to the courage
of the House last week in adopting the assault
weapons ban. The GATT was around for 7
years. So we’re trying, this administration is,
to earn a reputation for breaking gridlock at
home and around the world. We cannot be
the only nation not to ratify the GATT this
year.

Now, the problem is our trading partners
are just now beginning to understand it’s
harder for us to do than it is for other coun-
tries because we operate under budget rules
which require us to replace all the tariffs that
we lower and give us no credit for the in-
creased economic activity that will plainly
flow and which will generate more tax reve-
nues. The only thing that we can count is
the reduced direct spending and agricultural
subsidies that will come if we ratify the
GATT.

So our economic team, Dr. Tyson and Mr.
Rubin and Mickey Kantor and the Treasury
Department, and Mr. OMB—they’ve all
been sort of splitting their heads trying to
figure out how to get this done this year, be-
cause we estimate that over a 5-year period
tariffs will be reduced by in the range of $14
billion. And we have to figure out how to
replace that. We are working very hard to
do it.

But GATT will only pass if there is an
American effort to pass it that is bipartisan,
that is reasonable, that is credible, and that
is consistent. And so I wanted to come here
today to say to you, we need your help. We
need all of your help. We’re moving to re-
store a measure of global growth. We are be-
ginning to get good predictions out of Eu-
rope, a lot of people thinking that Europe
is beginning to turn around. I am very hope-
ful—I had a nice conversation with the new
Japanese Prime Minister yesterday—I am
very hopeful that through our efforts, and we
have a good relationship, we will be able to
resume our trade talks and continue to make

progress there, and they’ll be able to get
some growth back into their economy.

But we have to continue to set the stand-
ard. People know that our economy is func-
tioning at a higher level than many of our
trading partners. They expect us to take the
lead. And even though this is harder for us
than it is for our partners, we’ve got to try
to find a way to do it. I am convinced we
can do it, just like we did with NAFTA, if,
but only if, there is a bipartisan effort and
if there is a business-government-labor effort
and if there is a State, local, and national
effort. If it is broadbased, if it is deep, and
if it is real, and if it is constant, we can do
this.

But I really need your help if we’re going
to do it. And I hope you will resolve to make
sure that we do achieve this so that we can
go on to other areas. But it’s a good agree-
ment. It’s good for America. And it will be
a real shame if we walk away from it. Besides
that, we need to keep our record of breaking
gridlock going. I’m depending on you to help.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. in the
Indian Treaty Room of the Old Executive Office
Building. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Proclamation 6688—Labor History
Month, 1994
May 10, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
For more than a century, the labor move-

ment in the United States has served as a
major force for our economic and social
progress as a Nation.

American trade unionists have fought for
and achieved benefits for all citizens. At the
turn of the century, the average worker made
about ten dollars for a 60-hour week, and
more than 2 million children similarly
worked long hours for even less pay. Prior
to the formation of a national labor move-
ment in 1881, safe working conditions, regu-
lar hours, decent living wages, paid holidays,
and vacations were often mere dreams.
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Emergency and family leave were almost un-
imaginable.

The struggle of American workers against
these appalling circumstances transformed
our Nation. Disasters, like the 1911 Triangle
Shirtwaist Fire and the 1991 Hamlet Poultry
Fire, and triumphs, like the Sanitation Work-
ers struggle for dignity and union representa-
tion in 1968, have played a significant role
in shaping American life. By studying labor
history, we find the foundations of work life
in America—the 8-hour day, the 40-hour
week, security in unemployment and old age,
protection for the sick and injured, equal em-
ployment opportunity, protection for chil-
dren, and health and safety standards. In ad-
dition, labor history shows that American
workers were in the forefront of the effort
to make public education available for every
child.

As an American, I am proud of the accom-
plishments of our labor movement, through
which we all enjoy better lives. In issuing this
proclamation to observe Labor History
Month, I recognize that our work for eco-
nomic and social progress in America is not
over. As we approach the 21st century, the
next chapter of labor history must be charac-
terized by a strong voice for America’s work-
ers. This will include establishing partner-
ships of employers and workers, cooperating
to achieve safe, high-performance work envi-
ronments, improving the skills of American
workers and the competitiveness of Amer-
ican businesses, and enhancing human dig-
nity in the American workplace.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim the month of May
1994, as ‘‘Labor History Month.’’ I call upon
the people of the United States to observe
this period with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of May, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
four, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and eight-
eenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:53 a.m., May 11, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 12.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report on
Aeronautics and Space
May 10, 1994

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit this report on the

Nation’s achievements in aeronautics and
space during fiscal year 1993, as required
under section 206 of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Act of 1958, as amended
(42 U.S.C. 2476). Aeronautics and space ac-
tivities involve 14 contributing departments
and agencies of the Federal Government, as
this report reflects, and the results of their
ongoing research and development affect the
Nation as a whole in a variety of ways.

Fiscal year 1993 brought numerous impor-
tant changes and developments in U.S. aero-
nautics and space efforts. It included 7 Space
Shuttle missions, 14 Government launches of
Expendable Launch Vehicles (ELVs), and 4
commercial launches from Government fa-
cilities. Highlights of the Shuttle missions in-
cluded the first in a series of flights of the
U.S. Microgravity Payload that contained sci-
entific and materials-processing experiments
to be carried out in an environment of re-
duced gravity; the deployment of the Laser
Geodynamic Satellite (a joint venture be-
tween the United States and Italy); the de-
ployment of a Tracking and Data Relay Sat-
ellite; and, the second Atmospheric Labora-
tory for Applications and Science mission to
study the composition of the Earth’s atmos-
phere, ozone layer, and elements thought to
be the cause of ozone depletion. The ELV
missions carried a variety of payloads ranging
from Global Positioning System satellites to
those with classified missions.

I also requested that a redesign of the
Space Station be undertaken to reduce costs
while retaining science-user capability and
maintaining the program’s international com-
mitments. To this end, the new Space Station
is based on a modular concept and will be
built in stages. However, the new design
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